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POKSAI PROJECT

Conservation activity of Black and white Sumatran laughing thrush (Garrulax bicolor)
POKSAI MISSION in January 2011

Short survey in 2 locations (Gunung Leuser, Karo highlands)

During our short field research in January, we have searched for GB first in Karo
Highlands, but even thought we had exact location where bird poachers usually trap GB,
we haven’t find any. Local people has verified, that population is decreasing rapidly. We
have made also research of technique how poachers trap birds. Most surprising was
discovery of stands for air guns. Bird shooting is being more and more popular in this area
and together with poaching and volcano ash pollution may cause quick disappearing of
GB population. Difficulty of Karo Highlands area is also, that is not claimed as a national
park, so it lead to lower respect of rules. We have unsuccessfully tested radiotelemetry
equipment (PIP 3, 150 MHz), it doesn’t have necessary outreach (only about 300m in
ground forest level), and so we have decided not to use radiotelemetry in next field
researches.

In second location we have visited near village Ketambe in NP Gunnung Leuser, we found
flock of GB before sunset and did all necessary observation and testing.
Main treats for GB population and keys to sustainable conservation

1. Not being recognized by local authorities as a protected species
-In cooperation with foreign org. and local authorities push Indonesian ministry of
forestry to list. This point might change soon as IdOU, LIPI, pushed it. This progress is
being happened thanks to mr. Adam Supriadna, mr. Mohamad Indrawan and others.

2. Poaching and shooting down
-This point we planed to make campaigns in cooperation with Profauna Indonesia
focused on consider bird shooting as am immoral free time activity. For dismissing

poaching in selected location, we plan to bring birdwatching as a part of income to the
villages in Gunnung leuser. In selected villages we will cooperate with traditional



authorities and as an exchange of not having endangered birds in cages around houses,
we plan to support and promote tourist activity.

3. llegal trade

-This comes together with poaching, but we trust, that if the species is listed on
protected species its price might raise, but as usually bird market venders do, they will
not display GB in street market, but only sell it in backyards or via phone calls. GB species
is not more popular than other singing birds, so random buyer may choose less
endangered species easily available. We of course intent to initiate confiscations and
before its happened we intent to build small rehabilitation center.

4. Loosing natural habitat

- As all conservationists we support all activities for nature conservation, but as an actual
step for GB population we wish to legally repatriate or locally reintroduce confiscated
birds after all necessary checks to areas where was GB already extrapated. This may be in
protected area, where we will already have strong support from local community as
mentioned above, so local people will protect this area which will generate them some
income and significant number of work opportunities.

Start cooperation with local partners

-We gave lectures about conservation in USU (University of North Sumatra) and we had
two students as field assistants

-We do all activities legally and consult first with IdOU (Indonesian ornito union) and LIPI
(Academy of Science)

-We set up cooperation with Indonesian bird watchers and started preparing tourist
programs with local guides in Ketambe village

-Work together and share information with Cikananga rehabilitation center.
Next steps

-Continue with research

-Publish article about situation of GB population in north Sumatra

-Build rehabilitation center

-Reduce illegal poaching

-Release confiscated birds from markets to prepared safe area
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